
Citations 
 

 
A citation is information which fully identifies a publication. 

 
A complete book citation includes the author, title, place of publication, publisher, and publication date, as shown 
in the following example, which uses MLA style: 

 
Morrison, Toni. Song of Solomon. New York : Knopf, 1977. 

 

A complete article citation includes the author, article title, source (title of magazine or journal), volume, issue, 
publication date, and page numbers. Displayed below are citations in MLA style, which also includes medium of 
publication (for example, print or web). 

 
Magazine Article Citation: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journal Article Citation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to citing books and articles, there are a host of other types of sources which you may need to cite, 
including interviews, speeches, conference proceedings, and films. Electronic sources (web publications) include 
entire web sites, a page on a web site, images, articles in a web magazine or an online scholarly journal, or articles 
from an online database (or other electronic subscription service). Examples of online databases which DCC 
subscribes to include Academic Search Complete, Opposing Viewpoints, and Issues & Controversies. When citing 
sources you will first need to learn the bibliographic style (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.) your instructor wants you to 
use. Then you will need to consult the bibliographic style manual for that particular style in order to learn how to 
cite your sources. 

Volume and Issue Title of Journal 

Title of article 
 
Gregg, Heather S. “ Crafting a Better US Grand Strategy in the Post-September 11 World: Lessons from the Early 

Years of the Cold War.” Foreign Policy Analysis 6.3 (2010): 237-255. Print. 

Pages Title of article 

Thomas, Evan, and Stuart Taylor Jr. “Obama Vs. Obama.” Newsweek 18 Jan. 2010: 30-33. Print. 

Title of magazine 



Most instructors at DCC will require that you cite sources using either MLA style or APA style. Other 
bibliographic styles are Chicago style and Turabian. 

 
MLA style is used by disciplines in the humanities, such as language, literature, philosophy, religion, and 
performing arts. Use the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Seventh edition, published in 2009, to 
learn how to create MLA citations. It is available in the Circulating Collection and its call number is 

LB 2369.G53 2009. 
 
 

 
 

APA style is used by writers in the social sciences, such as psychology, anthropology, geography, political science, 
sociology, and economics. Use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth edition, 
published in 2010, to learn how to create citations in APA style. The manual is located in the Circulating Collection 
and its call number is BF 76.7.P83 2010. 

 

 
 

For additional information on using MLA and APA style, see the link to Style Manuals on the e-Library page. Select 
Using MLA Style or Using APA Style available from the Purdue Online Writing Lab, also known as OWL. Links to 
MLA Style and APA Style Guides are available on the left side of the page. Displayed below is the MLA Style Guide. 



 

 
 
 

The first page of the guide provides general formatting information. Information on paper format, general 
guidelines, formatting the first page of your paper, and section headings is provided. On the left side of the page 
are links to creating in-text citations, formatting questions, and endnotes and footnotes. Instructions on how to 
cite specific types of resources, such as books, periodicals, and electronic sources, are also provided. A sample 
MLA or APA paper is included. 



Citations on the Online Catalog (VCCSLinc) 

 
Citations for different bibliographic styles are provided on the online catalog (VCCSLinc). For example, look at the 
full view of the record for the book entitled The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys, by Doris Kearns Goodwin. Select 
the link to Cite this Title, which is located on the lower right side of the page. 

 
 

When you select the Cite This Title link, the following page appears, providing the citation for the book in a variety 
of styles, including MLA and APA. 



 
 
 
 

Citing Magazine and Journal Articles on Ebscohost Databases 
 

Most library databases provide MLA and APA citations for magazine and journal articles. Shown below is the link 
to the article “Birth of Impressionism: Masterpieces from the Musee d’Orsay.” This article is available on 

EBSCOhost’s Academic Search Complete database. When you select the blue link for the title of the article, the 
page which provides a link to the Citation Format Box for the article is displayed. (See the next page). 



 

Select the Cite icon under Tools on the right side of the page to bring up the box which provides the 
citation for this article in a variety of citation formats. 



Scroll down the bar on the inside of the Citation Format box to display all of the various style formats. 

 

DCC subscribes to over 40 EBSCOhost databases. Follow the above instructions to find the Citation Format box for 
the articles in all of the EBSCO databases. 



Citing Resources on the Opposing Viewpoints Database 
 

You can access Opposing Viewpoints by selecting the link to Controversial Issues on the e-Library page. 
 

Displayed below is the first page of an academic journal article entitled Ridding Schools of Junk Food. Select the 
link to Citation Tools under Tools on the right side of the page. 



 
 

By default the citation for the article is shown in MLA style. Select the box for APA style if you want to see the APA 
format for the article. 

 
These are just some examples of how MLA and APA citations are provided in different databases. You will need to 
check each database to see if it provides citations in different bibliographic styles. Do not assume that the MLA or 
APA citations provided by the databases or by the online catalog (VCCSLinc) are completely correct; you may 
need to make some modifications to the citation. Check the latest bibliographic style manual or check with your 
instructor or a librarian if you have questions on citing sources properly. 



 

Citation Generators 
 

When you select Style Guides on the e-Library page, you will see a link to Son of Citation Machine. Son of Citation 
Machine is a Citation Generator, an online resource which will help you format citations. 

 

 
 

Select the bibliographic style (MLA, APA, etc.) that you want to use. The following page appears, listing different 
print and electronic sources. Select the red link More at the top to see the entire list of different types of sources. 



 

Select the type of source you wish to cite. Shown below is the form for citing a print book in MLA Style. 
 

 
 

Complete the form and then select Submit at the bottom of the page. The MLA citation for your source is now 
displayed. 

 

 
 

Landmark’s Son of Citation Machine is available at http://citationmachine.net 
 

Other citation generators are EasyBib, available at http://www.easybib.com and NoodleBib Express, at 
http://www.noodletools.com/noodlebib/express.php While citation generators can assist you in formatting 
citations, errors in formatting do occur on citation generators. Be sure to check your citations with a 
bibliographic style guide or check with a librarian or your instructor. 

http://citationmachine.net/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.noodletools.com/noodlebib/express.php

